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THE REBECCA DAVIS DANCE COMPANY LAUNCHES WITH THE PREMIERE OF “ANTIGONE” AT THE KIMMEL CENTER

- International Dance-Theater Performance with cast from Russia, Canada and the United States -

Philadelphia (January 31, 2006) – The Rebecca Davis Dance Company, a first-of-its-kind not-for-profit dance-theater company in the Philadelphia area, is launching with the original production of “Antigone” at The Kimmel Center for The Performing Arts on March 16 & 17, 2006.  The “Antigone” production marks the world premiere of an emerging form of the performing arts that combines speech, music and dance.  “Antigone” showcases this in its contemporary version of the famous Sophocles’ play, featuring a cast of 23 dancers from Russia, Canada and the United States. 

The Rebecca Davis Dance Company, founded by 23-year-old entrepreneur and choreographer, Rebecca Davis, is designed to make Philadelphia a destination center of dance-theater training and performance.  Davis, artistic director and choreographer, has always been switching between the business and artistic side of her vision for the dance-theater company.  The concept gained the support of Philadelphia community leaders after her award-winning business plan was recognized as the most viable small business in the Temple University Fox School of Business 2004 Annual Innovation and Entrepreneurship Competition.  

Although a native of Canada, Davis became a summa cum laude graduate of The Fox School of Business and decided to build her business in Philadelphia.  Fluent in Russian, Davis was granted the Fulbright Scholarship to study ballet and choreography in Saint Petersburg last year.  She used that opportunity to find a Russian composer and Russian dancers to become part of the “Antigone” production. 

The “Antigone” Production includes the following highlights:

· Principal dancers from The Mussorgsky Ballet, Saint Petersburg, Russia

· Original music by Russian Composer Timofey Buzina, general manager of The Saint Petersburg Chamber Philharmonic

· Original choreography by Rebecca Davis 

· Cast of 10 professional dancers, cast of 10 young performers (ages 12-17) from Philadelphia and The Creative & Performing Arts High School (CAPA)

· The pre-recorded voices of actors including, Stanton Davis, Vincent Mallardi, Shannon Lambert-Ryan and Stacy Cassel

“The Rebecca Davis Dance Company is dedicated to the cultural and economic growth of the Philadelphia region,” said Congressman Curt Weldon, representing the Seventh Congressional District of Pennsylvania. “Rebecca Davis has used her experiences in Russia and abroad to bring international talent to Philadelphia.  As a young entrepreneur, she shows a strong dedication to making the city a center for innovative performing arts.” 

The Rebecca Davis Dance Company is using its new pedagogy to establish a destination training school in the Philadelphia region that prepares pre-professional dancers for multiple careers in the performing arts.  The school emphasizes Russian Vaganova Ballet while augmenting daily training with jazz, modern, acting and movement theory.  Each semester the students will present a dance-theater performance based on a particular literary work or historical event.
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In conjunction with the “Antigone” premiere, an Outreach Program will be carried out at Philadelphia Girls High and The Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts in February and March 2006. Details of the program include:

· Workshops: Rebecca Davis Dance Company will host a series of three workshops for children from Girls High School in Philadelphia that will include the participation of select cast members from “Antigone” and meeting with Russian composer Timofey Buzina, who will discuss composition for dance and specific musical techniques used in Russia. 

 “The dance company is unique to Philadelphia as it will retain, develop and employ aspiring performing artists in the city of Philadelphia,” said Davis. “It will also establish Philadelphia as a destination center for dance-theater training and performance.”
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